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ANIMAL KINGDOM
by Stephen Sewell

Everything sits in the order somewhere.
Things survive because they’re strong and everything reaches an 
understanding.
But not everything survives because it’s strong. 
Some creatures are weak. 

Based on the critically acclaimed film written and directed by David 
Michôd, Animal Kingdom is set against the familiar backdrop of the 
Melbourne underworld where tensions are building between dangerous 
criminals and equally dangerous police. 

Armed robber Pope Cody is on the run from a gang of renegade detectives 
who want him dead. 

As revenge killings and paybacks explode onto Melbourne streets, 
seventeen-year-old J finds himself at the centre of a bloody struggle 
between his family and the police. 

J is forced to navigate his way past slippery lawyers, corrupt cops and a 
paranoid and vengeful underworld. 

Celebrated scriptwriter and playwright Stephen Sewell has creatively 
adapted the film into a novel, taking readers inside the minds and 
motivations of the characters. 

Animal Kingdom is an utterly thrilling and heart-stopping page-turner.

Stephen Sewell is the screenwriter of the award-winning film The Boys, 
and has won numerous awards for his plays including Three Furies: Scenes 
from the Life of Francis Bacon. He was also script editor on the film Chopper.

Praise for the film ...

‘4 ½ Stars’ Margaret & David, At the Movies

‘Stunning ... Compelling ... A film that has to be seen’ Rolling Stone

‘Animal Kingdom is, by a mile, the finest piece of cinema to come out of 

Australia—or any other country, for that matter—for a very long time indeed’ 
Empire

‘A Masterwork’ Ioncinema
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