
      	  MUP RRP $27.99

Publication/Embargo Date  
1 August 2008

Dr Peter Doherty is available 
for interview in August.

For more information  
please contact Nell O’Bryan at 

MUP on 03 9342 0322  
or 0403 068 460, or email 

emobryan@unimelb.edu.au

A LIGHT HISTORY OF HOT AIR 
Paperback Edition

By Peter Doherty

We’ve lit big fires and gentle flames over the ages to open 
our minds, to warn of danger, to brighten our way through 
the darkess and to allow us to read in bed at night …

Nobel-prize winner Peter Doherty’s boundless enthusiasm and curiosity 
about the world around him informs A Light History of Hot Air. 

From a life lived on three continents Doherty has collected a vast 
repertoire of information on illumination, hot air and burning, and 
presented it in a narrative written with great style, intimate with stories, 
concerned with the world around him, and the simple beauty of science. 

Doherty shines an indirect, tangential light that illuminates issues in new 
and unexpected ways. A childhood in Queensland awakens a boy’s-
own-adventure enthusiasm for trains and ships; further learning leads to 
admiration for engineering marvels such as the humble refrigerator and 
the steady march of progress that has brought us from tallow candles to 
electric lights.

But beyond simply informative or entertaining, A Light History of Hot Air 
also exhorts us to care about our hot air emissions.

An atmospheric pleasure of a book, A Light History of Hot Air is about 
balloons, national symbols, hydrogen, large and small wars, spontaneous 
combustion, with cameos from Albert Einstein, Samuel Pepys, Charles 
Dickens, Thomas the Tank Engine and the Charles Schulz. It is about the 
world we live in.

Professor Peter C. Doherty AC was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Physiology and Medicine with Swiss colleague, Rolf Zinkernagel, in 1996 
for discovering ‘the nature of the cellular immune defence’, and was also 
recognised as Australian of the Year in 1997. His Nobel discovery was 
made during his tenure as a Research Fellow at the John Curtin School of 
Medical Research (JCSMR). Peter Doherty is the author of the best-selling 
book The Beginner’s Guide to Winning the Nobel Prize (MUP, 2005)


