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OBJECTS OF THE DEAD
MOURNING AND MEMORY IN EVERYDAY

LIFE
by Margaret Gibson

What is the fate of objects after a death - a daughter’s hairbrush, a father’s
favourite chair, an aunt’s earrings, a husband’s clothes? Why do some

Mourning and Memory

in Everyday Life things stay and some go from our lives and memories?

The one thing I still can’t bring myself to even touch is her small overnight
case that she took to hospital with her the last time. ...the case still lives
in my wardrobe, where I see it every day, and a piece of her nightdress still
sticks out of the side, but each time I go to deal with it, or to open it, I just
can’t bring myself to do it. Paula’s story
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Through personal stories, literature, film and memoir it looks at the status
of objects as property, metaphors, symbols of love and identity, and the
Margaret Gibson is available =~ power of things to bind and unbind family relationships.

for interview. I thought everybody would be looking at this lounge suite that seven of

us grew up on ... it just didn’t come up in conversation and finally I very
tentatively said, ‘Well, I've always really liked that lounge suite’, and they
said, ‘Okay’.
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grief, identity and embodiment, and representations of death. She teaches
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