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On ECSTASY  
by Barrie Kosky

Little Books on Big Themes

‘My polish grandmother made a chicken soup like no other chicken 
soup. To this day, it has, to my knowledge and expereince, never been 
bettered ... Her chicken soup was the Caravaggio of soups. The Rainer 
Marie Rilke of soups. The Artwo Benedett Michelangeli of soups.’

					B     arrie Kosky, On Ecstasy

MUP’s exciting new series pairs leading Australian thinkers and 
cultural figures with some of the big themes in life.

Each author in the series has been asked to write 10,000 words on 
a theme which resonates with them. Speaking about the choice of 
themes, MUP CEO and Publisher, Louise Adler said, “The choice of 
what to write about was left up to each writer. We have some deeply 
moving and personal accounts which reflect each writers passion. It is 
very exciting to be publishing such original and provocative works.’

In this vivid, biographical piece, provocative director Barrie Kosky 
returns to his childhood passions and his discovery of a stack of 
records that changed his life. A compelling and entertaining stoyteller, 
he explores the feelings of intense joy and delight, as well as the power 
and terror that is ecstasy.

On Ecstasy is one of four titles in this ongoing series to be published 
this month. Others include: Germaine Greer On Rage, David Malouf On 
Experience and Blanche D’Alpuget On Longing.

Barrie Kosky is one Australia’s most controversial and trail-blazing 
theatre directors. He has been commissioned by Cate Blanchett and 
Andrew Upton to stage The Women of Troy for the Sydney Theatre 
Company in August 2008. He currently resides in Berlin.

“Kosky writes as he talks, with a wit and acuity that gleefully 

handcuffs disparate culturaal elements”. The Weekend Australian 


