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THE VINCIBLES
A SUBURBAN CRICKET SEASON
By Gideon Haigh

THE SPIRIT OF CRICKET ISN’T DEAD. IT’S JUST UPPED AND 
MOVED TO THE SUBURBS.
 
Every summer weekend, the parks of Australia turn themselves over 
to countless thousands of club cricket matches. One of those clubs is 
the Yarras.

This is the inside story of their most memorable season, told by the 
vice-president, chairman of selectors, newsletter editor, trivia-night 
quizmaster, karaoke impresario and club greyhound shareholder, 
Gideon Haigh.

The Vincibles is about playing for love, winning with grace, losing 
with humour, valuing your community, and other anachronistic 
notions. It features 69 ducks and 257 dropped catches. (Not that 
we’re counting.)

 
Gideon Haigh began his cricket career in the St James Presbyterian 
under-12Bs, aged nine. He has also been a journalist for twenty-five 
years. He has won the Australian Cricket Society’s Literary Award 
five times, and the Chewy Onya Boot Award for the most not-outs in 
a season at South Yarra Cricket Club twice. He is the author of Inside 
Out: Writings on Cricket Culture, The Racket and Good Enough: The 
Ashes 2009.

“Can’t bowl, can’t throw, can write. Gideon Haigh has written the funniest book 

about cricket I’ve ever read.”  MICK MOLLOY


