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armageddon
Two men on an Anzac trail
by Paul Daley & Michael Bowers

Almost a century after the Australian Light Horse fought a series of epic and 
bloody battles against the Turkish Army across the deserts of the Middle East, 
Paul Daley and Mike Bowers retrace the steps of the men and boys who fought 
there.

From enemy trenches where they charged the Turks on horseback, to narrow 
mountain passes where, exhausted, they slept in their saddles in retreat, Paul 
and Mike visit the hostile and lonely places where the Australian soldiers lost 
and buried their mates.

Through battlefields still littered with shrapnel, bullet casings and even the 
occasional human bone, they reflect on how the turbulent Middle East politics 
of the present collides with the past.

Illustrated with archival and contemporary photographs, their story is part 
travelogue, part reportage, part history and is a Two Men in a Tinnie style-journey 
through the memories of the Great War. Evocative, sometimes funny, sad and 
disturbing, Armageddon is two mates on a fading Anzac trail.

Paul Daley is a Canberra author, columnist and multi-award winning journalist. 
He has worked extensively overseas, including in trouble spots and conflict 
zones across Asia, the South Pacific, Europe and the Middle East. He is the 
author, most recently, of the best-selling Beersheba. He is married to political 
journalist Lenore Taylor. They have three children.

Mike Bowers is a freelance photographer, regular commentator on ABC radio 
and host of ABC TV’s ‘Talking Pictures’ on Insiders. He lives in Sydney with his 
wife, ABC journalist Paula Kruger, son Oscar, daughter Ashla and a troublesome 
Labrador named Tommy. Mike was recently awarded 4 medals at the 2011 
EPSON International Panorama Awards for his panoramic photography, which is 
featured in Armageddon.

Praise for Paul Daley’s best-selling 2009 book Beersheba

‘The boldest, most stimulating book on Australian military history to appear for 
some time’ – The Canberra Times

‘It’s a terrific story, all the more credible for it not being all up-beat patriotism, a 
story worth telling again for a modern audience’ – The Australian

‘Daley’s impeccable research makes for a compelling read’ – Daily Telegraph
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“	� Inspiring stories of extraordinary bravery and sacrifice, told with great insight” - Bryan Dawe


