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BEERSHEBA
A Journey through Australia’s Forgotten War
by Paul Daley

‘This is an important book, telling a complex story. Daley 
constantly reminds us that conflict is endemic to the region 
he is writing about and he tells us of the times he was in 
danger himself. These are ‘bad lands’, he writes as the 
last third of his book demonstrates. Journalism can, on 
occasions, do a better job than history.’ 
—The Age

NEW EDITION OF BEST-SELLING TITLE.
It was a glorious triumph of arms for Australian forces, a romantic moment of dash 
and bravura that stood out in the tragedy of World War I. 

Yet it barely registers in Australia’s national consciousness.

In October 1917 members of the 4th Australian Light Horse Brigade took 
part in what is now known as the ‘last great cavalry charge’. Waving bayonets 
overhead, they charged across six kilometres of open ground, cheating 
bombs, shells and bullets before capturing, in a desperate hand-to-hand 
battle, the Turkish trenches that held the key to the strategic stronghold of 
Beersheba.

The charge was the last daring act of a day-long fight by combined British 
forces to capture Beersheba, and also a turning point in Britain’s war against 
the Ottoman Empire, sending the Turks fleeing north to ultimate defeat.

Yet the story has slipped through the cracks of history. 

Journalist Paul Daley’s journey in search of Beersheba takes him from 
Australia to Israel, from past to present, and from the battlefields to the 
archives, where he discovers a dark episode in Australian history that sits 
starkly at odds with the Anzac myth and legend.

For Daley, the Beersheba of then and now comes to take on new meaning.

Paul Daley is a Canberra author, columnist and multi-award winning 
journalist. He has worked extensively overseas, including in trouble spots 
and conflict zones across Asia, the South Pacific, Europe and the Middle 
East. He is the author of  the recently released Armageddon: Two men on an 
Anzac trail, co-authored with photographer Mike Bowers, and Collingwood: 
A love story, to published October 2011. He is married to political journalist 
Lenore Taylor. They have three children.


