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HAWK
The Prime Minister
by Blanche d’Alpuget

BESTSELLING BIOGRAPHY NOW IN PAPERBACK
Since its first publication in 1982, Blanche d’Alpuget’s Robert J Hawke: 
A Biography has remained the benchmark by which other political 
biographies are measured. Hawke: The Prime Minister begins as Bob Hawke 
wrestles the Labor leadership from Bill Hayden and a few weeks later wins 
the 1983 federal election, thus achieving his life’s goal of becoming Prime 
Minister of Australia.  
 
With a novelist’s eye, a political scientist’s acumen and based on 
exhaustive research and interviews, d’Alpuget brings to life ministers, 
political advisers and previously invisible but powerful mandarins, and 
their byzantine struggles. d’Alpuget’s analysis of how power is deployed, 
and how elections are won, is nothing less than epic, rich with intrigue 
and drama. In Hawke: The Prime Minister, she has produced a portrait of a 
remarkable political leader, determined to steer his country through the 
international forces pounding down on its economy and the ever-present 
but imperceptible dangers of the Cold War.  
 
Hawke: The Prime Minister is a meticulous portrait of a wily, brilliant 
politician, uncompromisingly ambitious and at the height of his political 
powers.  
 
 
Blanche d’Alpuget is the author of eight books, including four novels – 
Monkeys in the Dark, Turtle Beach, Winter in Jerusalem and White Eye. These 
works won a number of literary prizes including the PEN Golden Jublilee 
Award, The Age Novel of the Year Award, the SA Premier’s Award and the 
Australasian Prize for Commonwealth Literature. d’Alpuget’s Mediator: A 
Biography of Sir Richard Kirby was published in 1977 to critical acclaim. 
Robert J. Hawke: A Biography was both a national bestseller and the winner 
of several awards. After a long break, d’Alpuget returned to writing with a 
short work, On Longing, released in 2008, followed by  Hawke: The Prime 
Minister in 2010. As Austcare Goodwill Ambassador from 1992–96 she 
wrote of the plight of refugees from Indochina, the former Yugoslavia and 
Afghanistan. She lives in Sydney with her husband and son.
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