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Elephantine Boabs dot the Kimberley region of Western Australia; cattle 
rub against giant Bottle Trees and Ironbarks in Queensland, and Strangler 
Figs with 40-metre girths thrive in our northern rainforests. Snow 
Gums and Shining Gums eke out their lives on our icy mountain tops 
and prehistoric-looking Bunya Pines, which once looked down on the 
dinosaurs, grow in a few isolated places in Australia’s north-east.

Australia’s Remarkable Trees explores the extraordinary lives of fifty of 
Australia’s oldest, largest and most unusual trees. Richly illustrated with 
more than 500 photographs, writer Richard Allen and photographer 
Kimbal Baker went to the far reaches of Australia—travelling more than 
60 000 kilometres—to photograph them and tell their stories.

Australia’s Remarkable Trees is not just a celebration of Australia’s great 
trees. It also prompts us to look to the future to see what lies in store 
for them. It is a call to arms to preserve and protect our oldest and most 
magnificent living things, and the forests and wilderness in which they 
live.

Richard Allen has been a journalist for twenty years and has written on a 
wide variety of subjects for the Australian Financial Review, The Age, Good 
Weekend Magazine, the Sunday Telegraph (UK) and BRW. His previous books 
include Shimmering Spokes: One Australian’s 16 000 Kilometre Odyssey and 
Recollections of a Remarkable Age. His most recent book The Spirit of Golf and 
How It Applies to Life was published in August by Victory Books.

Kimbal Baker is a Melbourne-based freelance photographer with more 
than thirty years’ experience. His images have been published in many 
Australian and overseas publications, working for Agence France-Presse 
and ACP publications. His previous books include Grammar, The Capital 
Golf Club, The National Golf Club, Golf Courses of the Mornington Peninsula 
and Moonah Links.
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‘People who choose this book for themselves will hardly need to be reminded of either the value or vulnerability 

of trees. But they will enjoy the striking photographs of Australia’s tallest, oldest, most historically significant and 

oddest trees.’

—The Age


