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WITNESSES TO WAR
The History of Australian Conflict 
Reporting
by Fay Anderson and Richard Trembath

Witnesses to War is a landmark history of Australian war journalism that 
covers the major conflicts of the 20th Century: World War I, World War 
II, Vietnam and Bosnia through to recent and ongoing wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Witnesses to War looks at how journalists reported the horrors 
and politics of war, the rise of the celebrity journalist, issues of censorship 
and the ethics of ‘embedding’.

Interviews with leading war correspondents including John Pilger, Paul 
McGeough and Chris Masters reveal the challenges of covering wars 
and how they personally deal with the violence they witness. Many 
describe becoming desensitised to the horror. Many other journalists are 
permanently marked by it.

Much has been written about Australian military prowess; very little has 
been written about the men and women who have written, photographed, 
filmed and broadcast from the world’s hotspots. Over a century and a half 
Australian war correspondents have established an international reputation.  
This book tells why. 

Fay Anderson is a lecturer at the Australian Centre in the School of 
Historical Studies, University of Melbourne. She was educated at La Trobe 
University and the University of Melbourne. After graduating, Fay worked as 
a journalist and lived in Paris and Jerusalem for several years.

Richard Trembath is a post-doctoral fellow at the Australian Centre in 
the School of Historical Studies, University of Melbourne. Currently, he is 
completing a history of the Brotherhood of St Laurence, one of Australia’s 
most significant and pioneering voluntary welfare organisations.
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