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THE ORIGINAL RULES OF TENNIS
Foreword by Australian Tennis great, Paul McNamee

The Original Rules of Tennis looks at the fascinating story of the origins 
and evolution of tennis, from its incarnation as Jeu de Paume in medieval 
and renaissance courts to the present day. The Original Rules of Tennis 
reprints in full the first two rules of the game from 1874 and 1878 as well 
as detailing the many alterations since then, including lowering the net 
height three times, introducing advantage sets in 1884, and banning the 
technique of double stringing, the spaghetti racket, in 1978.

The Original Rules of Tennis explores how these early rules shaped the 
development of tennis and in turn how the social dimensions of the game 
affected the rules. The book is liberally illustrated with images from the 
seventeenth to the mid-twentieth century from the Bodleian Library’s 
John Johnson Collection of Printed Ephemera and the All England Lawn 
Tennis Club Museum.
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THE PERFECT COMPANION TO THE 2011 AUSTRALIAN OPEN.


