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THE POOR RELATION
A History of the Social Sciences in 
Australia
by Stuart Macintyre

WHAT ARE THE SOCIAL SCIENCES?
WHAT DO THEY DO?
HOW ARE THEY PRACTISED IN AUSTRALIA? 

The Poor Relation examines the place of the social sciences—from 
economics and psychology to history, law and philosophy—in the 
teaching and research conducted by Australian universities.

Across sixty years The Poor Relation charts the changing circumstances 
of the social sciences, and measures their contribution to public policy. 
In doing so it also relates the arrangements made to support them and 
explains why they are so persistently treated as the poor relation of science 
and technology.

Stuart Macintyre is the Ernest Scott Professor of History at the University 
of Melbourne and a Laureate Professor of the University. He is a former 
president of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia and a current 
member of the Advisory Council of the Australian Research Council. His 
books include A Colonial Liberalism; A History for a Nation (MUP); The 
Oxford History of Australia, vol. 4; The Reds: The Communist Party of Australia 
from origins to illegality; and The History Wars (MUP). 
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