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AUSTRALIA THE UNKNOWN NATION IS AN ILLUMINATING HISTORY
AFTER EMPIRE OF AUSTRALIA'S ‘SEARCH’ FOR NATIONAL IDENTITY.
W@ ,,_,~:': = or ‘Britishness’—posed an unprecedented dilemma for Australians in the
- W afl 1960s and 1970s.
JAMES CURRAN With the sudden disappearance of the coordinates of the British
& STUART WARD world, Australians were cast into the realm of the unknown. The task
of remodelling the national image touched every aspect of Australian
MUP RRP $39.99 life where identifiably British ideas, habits and symbols—from foreign
relations to the national anthem—had grown obsolete. But how to
PUBLICATION/EMBARGO DATE celebrate Australia’s past achievements and future aspirations became a

01 May 2010 source of public controversy as community leaders struggled to find the
appropriate language and rhetoric to invoke a new era.

James Curran and Stuart Ward explore how the receding ties of empire—

James Curran and Stuart Ward are

available for interview during May, The Unknown Nation unravels the origins, influence and implications of

our hesitant coming of age.
For more information please
contact Maria 0’Dwyer at MUP
on 03 9342 0329, 0406 998 030 or
email modwyer@unimelb.edu.au

James Curran is a Senior Lecturer in History at the University of Sydney.
He is the author of The Power of Speech: Australian Prime Ministers Defining
the National Image (2004) and a former analyst at the Office of National
Assessments. In 2010 he is the Fulbright Professional Scholar in Australia—
US Alliance Studies at Georgetown University, Washington, DC.

Stuart Ward is Associate Professor at the University of Copenhagen. He
is the author of Australia and the British Embrace: The Demise of the Imperial
Ideal (2001) and editor of Australia’s Empire (with Deryck M Schreuder,
2008). In 2008-09 he was Keith Cameron Chair of Australian History,
University College Dublin.
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