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WARWICK
TODD: UP IN THE
BLOCKHOLE

The hatArth instalmept of Torn

Gleisners Tone of the principle
brains responsible inr The
D-Seneratran, the 1?rsh apd
the Castle amongst otnersl
Warwick Todd series doesn't
stray Loa far from the v.p.ll-beaten path of its prede-
rernor5 Tho version Cnrdl noes to parody [he e.3rne5t,
Self-ctingrahllatory lonebf the cricket iota#iggrepfty,
with Todd - CLeisnar s fictional Gnony-style t?yaratler
- inserted into the 71109 A5Ttes series. This book ra[ile5
along veLh the same aid gags, mock advertisements
and genuine photos with Todd's head pasted in. If it
.PermI for Gsrisrrer s w i, this whole concept would
be about as Sta?e as the annual flood at Tour Diaries
I hat he mnrks rhis hook does work - I found myselt
aiighing out loud at points - but I do sense lhal

iileisner is Starting La run low on Ire>h 'odd sins.
Hepetiily there's no f Fth uislalme.nl in IhF ,vr, k;

- Aaron 5coft f%

14ANTHROPOLOGY:
THE SCIENCE OF

1THE INADEQUATE
MODERN MALE
9Y PE I va raraI I is-FR Iip.fy`THI$ OPo4C:6Y

HACHFTTF, $;:
Wg ran an etc erDt from

a chapter of 1 his book last
^nonLh, 'A Hrslury of Violence

Hppei urty that gave a taste
of what i5 a territtc Dock
above our strange spoecies.
HcALlister is a palaeontologist and exelleni writer
vhc compares humans today with triti l Forebears

- and finds us cortt-rig up shot tin Virtually every area
at physical erideacoui,, partfcuiarly in apcirt. Its fasci
eating that foolpt in Ls :e 11 on a Lakes edge 20,0100 years
ago in south-west NSW 5h T'! that !heir Aboriginal
7wner wgiiLo ,'lave dusted l Sain Bull in any sprint race
- and that's}ual one ekatnp:e.

- Govern sSffflc Q

THE FOOTY
.

ALMANAC 2009 ,UIII.rmc
Th may

I 'l
:.:-iL L:-l I I Y .°.:Ni;t' V u3t
I!=_ the quirky. cLever pen

and keyboalis work of Its
128 contributors which sets
'his gem apart tram other
season in reviews. The book s
:onlriou tars are Lawyers,
uui nausls, [earhers, nt.jdents,
a shipping merchant and a

N

-el estate agent. They all Lose booty and alt bring the
-eader the acl,otl frorna Fan's perspec[we. there's
YLatch Sunlnlaries wntten while cooking. warming the
=ouch land barstool) and walciiing with a hear and pie
rein I he grandstand The booil 5 ed-lors. The Age hrrys
am-onq many otherguernseirl John Harms and Paul
7affey. br.ng the reports tc. nIher is a.i.y.

lames Smrfh

MORE THAN
AGAME

The premise for
this b7oh ;5 outlined
in the introdutiari.
where Slradlrng wish
' G:.casicnalby a sport.)
event conies along
that has the power
to hall a nation in its
Iracks. These are the

MX 1XiWliO

MORE THAN

GAM
A

hears-stapprng mDmems nhen the game taking place
becomes a symUOl of something moth greater. Racial
inlustiu, pulsLica L grandstanding- ancient nvairies
nalienal pride, neouai equality...- You can probably
guess most of the conteol5 that aue deals with - Je55e
Owers at the 1436 Otonipics. Bobby Fischervs Bonn
Spassky in Reyktavik in 72, Viego Maradona s ':-land
of Gad" goal in Milk the 1932 Bedylrne;eries and so
on On top of the expected rnumenis, $tredling has
aloe inc I aided a smaltering at less renowned clashes

Aim rice vs Chins in the 71 ping pong showdowh,
Honduras and EL 5atsador s Futbot War or 69, Emdy
Davisen-s suffragette proieotal the 7413 kpsom 0&;rby.
Each moment is given its own i hapter and is further
divedfd toy a tenet of sub-Headings The writing's
Seviteabte, if a little ctinic31, and alt 1he mcmrtente are
itlustreled. many in colour. Nothing groundbreaking
here. hut a vor1 hwhiLu read.

ULTIMATE
TOUGH GUY:
THE LIFE
AND TIMES
OF JAMES J.
JEFFRIES

li you've heard of
Jim Jet tries at all, it s

probably only as the
great while hope" who
was dragged gilt of
re[tremeni and thrown
into the ring against
the firsl black heavy.vetght world eflampwan Jack
Johnson, where he was roundly c6oebered over 15
rounds. As such. Jell- ies is Largely remembered as a
mediocre boxer irrevocably tied to the racist thinkrng
of the day. This is what has prompted Carnrey to write
this biography. According to tie author, 3eilries was
considered one of the finest heavy,r:eighi pugilists of
all. lime t ntit 199 when the play The Great White
Hope' was rreLeasod. I'brn that moment on. Carney
argues, Jeffntes was increasingly seen as the foil of
Jack Johnson" and so the prestige began to wear off
his career. According to Carney. d+smissing _tetfnes
on 1 he Oasis Cff hiS loon to Job sooti, coming as -L did

alter 5;x years of rot irerllen L err an aLfal to tarrn- Would
be asain to dicrnissitlg ALi or.lhe basis of his comeback
failure against Larry Hnlmes And no Carney sets
out 143 right the wrong The result s a meticulously
researched and careOully wntten tame. I f yeu'en a true
boxing student yoil ll tO5 it; if you're a Fleeting tan
you'll probahLy lose interest

- AS

OPEN: AN
AUTOBIOG-
RAPHY
117 AINUM5 A4iws:

J_R. MO C H RiNGEI

HA; FIEFF C{1LLIIN :

Forget the crystal
meth controversy fa
debate for anot her
day4. this is time grand

slam of tennis biog-
raphies, arguably
riven knocking Lafice
Armstrong off his taiice
seat for the best-told
sporting Lite. Like Armstrong's mesa 'selling its Nol
4b Lrt The Bike- Agassi s Open ;s barely about tennis.
Elegiac, meiancholir. trogi-comic, its a rumination
on the bittersweet American Dream, the falseness
of fame. and the internal struggle of living a life not
of one s choosing. For Agassl Ira les with a passion
the Groundhog Day wortd of proiesninaf tennis
- Same venues, same oppgnen15- only the years
and scores art different "The cinematic sweep of
Ageoni-5 bag- big life would make Quentin Tarantino
drool - a violent, immigrant father who force-fed trim
tennis; teenage in as a tennis re 4ek, the para-
lysing bear not of losing his first Grand Siam final, but
losing his ha rpiece in the Paris c lay: the emptiness
on becoming No 1. his 'passionate friendship' with
Barbra Strmsand: the ill-fated marriage to Bmaoke
Shields which Agass dissects with brutal candour:
the phoenix-like return to No.1 at age 29; and the
greatest tennis pnee he ever won - his wife Stefif Graf.
The marnent their two abusive, ex-boxer fa1her5 meet
- and within minutes are circling each other up. dukes
UP - 15 pure tragicomedy. Like Agassi did with The
Tender Bar, the memoir of his Pulstter Praxe-winning
co-author, you find yourself ra:ioninq the Pages of
Open, because you ft) 't want is ;r, end.

- Sun Pefkovrkj I

THE ASHES
2009.6000
ENOUGH

S1;iF iR
You had to go

hunting for Gideon
Haigha writing on this
year's Ashes series:
his commentaries
appeared in overseas
papers and several
websites, but it remains
a mystery why none
of Australia's major

SASHES
GOOD ENOUGH 20(19

dailies signed him up. as his wriling. as usual, is at
the top of the tree. As usual, we also need 10 disclose
that Gideoti is @ friend of this rnagaxine, bait Chat
isn't the reason we're abt to say great things about
this lxvk. a cntlectrgn of his writings following the
sequence of the series These articles stand on their
own as incisive and seriously entertammg pieces.
which taken together, Flake Lhis one of the best
nc ket banks we've Seen the year.

-GS
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