n “the Austrailan collect[on natlve pep It

the tlme he formulated his ldeas on the origin
It is a tree to about 5m h|gh preferrlng dappf

to dark purple in autumn Indlgenous people'_
and bark as a tea for sore throats There "

allied to pineapple, both belng

family but, unlike the topic: to' be presented
general meeting, these befong to the terrestrial gro
wild plants can form huge clumps consisting of |a
Ieaves and old-and new ﬂower SplkES wh

it is worth makmg trme to ‘comie* and famlllanse yourself
with a few of xtstreasures : R

Nicky Fidler: .

Book Review

The Garden of Ideas - Four Centuries of Australian Style
Richard Aitken

| confess to having spent a
great deal of time delving
into this magnum opus by
Richard Aitken. [ was aware
of Aitken’s work and the
amount  of information
which he uncovers for his
writings, but | am amazed
at the vast amount invelved
in this publication. | must
agree with John Patrick’s
reference 1o Aitken as ‘the
ultimate Australian garden
detective,” Altken has drawn
together comments and statements from many different
authors in a wide variety of fieids, including philesophy,
geography, poetry, painting, exploration, science, horticuliure
and religion to underline his observations. The role of early
colonists is also given its place. The breadth of information
used is staggering and yet it all works, combining to achieve
an excellent totality.

In addition to the scholarly, yet readable, text which contains
many beautiful "turns of phrase’, there is a vast array of
ifustrations and photographs, once again drawn from a
wide range of discipiines. These complement the text and
show Aitken's thought processes. The fact that the Select
Bibliography runs to three pages and the List of lllustrations
to seven pages, gives some idea of the scholarship involved
in this work.

Aitken's baok traces the story from colonists regarding the
‘bush” as the enemy and clearing it, leaving small pockets
to create a park-like appearance, similar to the gardens of
‘home’, through the interest in Australian plants being
taken overseas as curiosities, on then to the creation of
the wild garden or bush garden and finally to gardening
for a sustainable future. Adelaide readers will be pleased
with the very positive references 1o some of the gardens in
South Australia and the complimentary remarks about the
Adelaide Botanic Garden.

In summary, this is not a coffee table book. It is a scholarly,
welt written and eminently readable history of the
development of the Australian gardening style and its place
in the past, present and future. This bocok is one to be ‘dipped
into” on a regular basis. The excellent way in which the
book is divided into virtually self-cortained chapters allows
one to takes one's time with the bock and saveur each
developing theme. This short review does not do fuil justice
to this publication but | do recommend it not only to
the professional horticulturist, but to the enthusiastic and
erudite amateur, of whom there are many, and it deserves a
place on many bookshelves,

Printed by Miegunyah Press. _
Hard back, 265 pp. RRP $64.99

Ed McAtister
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