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NON-FICTION Fiona Capp
PICK OF THE WEEK
THE GENOME GENERATION
Eli ?Abe th
Me/bourne University Press, S32.95

SCIENTISTS, Elizabeth
Finkel says, rend r0 explaitt
biolog i i t e:rms of the.
tech no togy of the day
Taking lie.r cue from the
scieniists sh.e writes ab.ciu.
Finkel co tupares our '(IJ-
r.PTII- to the commuter code
oil a hard disk and extends

the ate pl ior to elusiclate the complex
sryoiienetic h iheritai ice. The
ution from single-celled organisms to
more sophisticated life forms, for
iIttpri, is likened to the shin front

TL46*C Aix

A QUEER I HSTORY 0 F THE UNITED STATES
Michael Broliski
Beacon Press., 549,95

'AM ERMA is not one tiling
or another. Arnerica is
ti Leer." This statement
dlefa les Michael Eronski's
app mach I ij the lesbian,
gay, bisexual and trans-
genderhistor.,/ of the US, a
narra riVe iriseparalile front
the broad we.e.p o Muter-

ican his wry. Whiie popular queer histories
locus oil famous lesbian or gay peiv le and
key MCA twirls of resistance oracceprtuce
Bronski rejects this "family album

analog t o digital technology, What geneti-
cists initially thought o fas "111.111,k" on i/kIr
DNA is now understood as being akin to
lvliceosof1 Word; inforniatioEl-ftellSe Ian-
gua.ge that expands and manages Our
REDO Ire. AS import ant as suc.11 theories
are, the genome- mapping projec t faced
crisis when die s-earch forgeries behind
coutnion diseases yielded next to nothing.
But hope lies in a new generation of
"gen tne jocks" using supercoiliputers. As
well as makii ig sense of the science, Finkel
deftly captures the excitement behind all
the fernient.

approach in favour of analysing the C0.11-
9111.IC1.101) ofsexti al identin.r over 500 year.%,
from the at-rival of Columbus ',viten Euro-
peans observed cros.s-dre5Sing in it ic
enoils trams through to contein pool rw
debates about homosexual rnarriage.
Bronski shows ihat the idea of America
owes as much to 11. emergence of San
Francisco RS a sexi tally enligjitened com-
munity and the i.viclespread influence of
the holt ioerotic poetry 0 rwak Whiliiiaii as
a does to tlieAll-Anteritan frontier int-1AI
and the morally. rigid Puritan.
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