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NON-FICTION Fiona Capp
PICK OF THE WEEK
VIRGINIA WOOLF
A lexartdi ,k Harris
Tharnes FlL1d5Ofls..a9.95

DEFYING The trend in
contemporary biography
towards wordiness and
excessive detail, t h is co LI-
cise account of Virginia
Woolf's life and work nicely
demonstrate9 the strengths
of a more streamlined
approach. Written as. a

"first port o reair for those I tow to Woolf, it
achieves its aitn of s ti rric kg the rea.der's
a.ppetite Fur, and understanding or, the
writer's work surely the primary job of
anylitera ry biography As Woolf showed in

BLACK DOG DAZE: PUBLIC LIFE, PRIVATE DEMONS
Andrew, Robb
Me thiDti rne University Press, sm 99

WHEN i II. 2-year-old boy
i.vatches old men collecting
iheir month ig papers,
wish ig he was its their
shoes, something's not
quite right it took-10 years
before Liberal polilician
Andrew Robb was al)le
tackle his problem head o n_

n 24109, M aicui In Turnbttll was about to
sell-destruct. The Liberal Party backroom
boys approached Robb about leaclittg Le

party to the next election. Robb was £4.3 ger
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her firlion. moments of inwortance often
come when least expected. Particularly
useful is Alexandra Harris's critical survey
of other biographies in which she eXaht-
ineS how Wboir has been cA ri Gat tired as a
delicate, tragic aesthete or, a itc.-.rnativeiy
politi cised, ferainised, rflinantif.lsed s-
tigated and vindicated depenclingon the
biographer's ben t. Harris's own ern Oasis
is on Woors extraordinary enere
despite her illness and how her work is.
contrary to the iinpression casI by the
shadow Of her suicide, a celebration of
life.

I worried. For yeam, lied been visited by
the Black Dog" every morning and

was gettilig worse. The good news, accord-
ing to i is doctor, was his cleprezion was
"fixable But not, as It turned out, in titne
to take up the leadership. 131d-wk Dog Daze
provides valuable insight into one aian's
experience o F depression and how he
managed to tame it Robb is no stAlsil bill
his plain speakii tg has appeal. if that lead-.
ership offer were put to hitt t now, he says,
he wouldn'l hesitate. Tony Abi )0 a Itart
better i.vatch our.
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SLEEPING WITH THE ENEMY: COCO CHANEL, NAZI AGENT
HAL VAUGHAN
Chaim & Win& s, s32,515

THE big quest ion this book
fails to S./31E60111.1y address
is why l be scandal over
Coco Chanel's wartime
activities as a spy fo r the
Nazis didn't wreck her
mputation and interna-
tional imago as the epitome
of chic. Drd.w.nig oriI telIi -

game documents, IIai Yak 10 mri provides
an] pie evidence of Chanel's espionage
work wall her lover, the urbane German
intelligence agent Baron von Dincldage.

TOO MUCH LUCK: THE MINING BOOM AND AUSTRALIA'S FUTURE
Paul Cleary
Black Inc, 24.95

A LOT of h (des are being
dug way out west and a
small nutnlicr of rtuilti-
riatioitals a re haoliog
biickeiloads of money. Rut
what does it mean for the
restof us and, more
itnportawl, for our chil-
dren's flit:m.0.So "ore-

strucleare our state and federal leaders,
Paul Cleary says, thaz th.ffy are locking
Australia into a feast-io-farnine cycle. lain

3oward "'pissed up against the wall"

In t mire ntion by 'Winston Church i El along
with the influe.nce of powerful friends
such as the Duke() f West IA nsi er. a Conner
lover, appears to have shielded her from
prosecution after the liberation of France.
SI k'. fled lo Switzerland, where she lived for
nine years, much of that time with von
DJ lick I age, Chanel emerge-s as a woman
wit] io tit scruples prepared to do Mate Ver
it took in keep her man. Perhaps we
shouldn't be surprised she got away with
it. Even in wartime, if you are rich and well
connected, all !hilly afe possible.

nearly all of the resources revenue dial
swelled his governmen Cs coffers, The
presont government is also railing to
flit Li re-proof the ecol loony. Cleary is
emphatic about what has to be done.
Changes need to be made to saving, taxa-
tion and regulation. A resources revenue
fi.ttd must be established as a safety 11

More though t should be Oven to The
impact on iL idigenous communities and
the ecoiogital .)011.setluences. This is it
rousing and valuable wake-up call that
overy Aus I raIi an should read.
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