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PICKOFTHEWEEHR
VIRGINIA WOOLF

Alexandra Harris
Thames & Hudson, s29.95

DEFYING the rend in
contemporary biography
towards wordiness and
excessive detail, this con-
cise account of Virginia
Woolf's life and work nicely
demonsirates the sirengths
of a more streamlined

3 approach. Wrilleniasa
*flrst port ef call” for those new to Woolf, it
achieves its alm of stirring the reader’s
appetite for, and understanding of, the
writer's work — surely the primary job of
any literary biography As Woolf showed in
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her fiction, moments of importance often
cotrie when least expected, Particularly
useful is Alexandra Harris'’s critical survey
ofother biographies in which she exan-
ines how Woolf has been caricatured asa
delicate, tragic aesthete or, alternatively,
politicised, feminised, romanticised, cas-
tigated and vindicated depending an the
biographer's bent, Harris's own emnphasis
i om Wooll’s extraordinary energy —
despite her illness — and how her work is,
contrary to the imnpression cast by the
shadow of hersuicide, a celebration of
life.

BLACK DOG DAZE: PUBLIC LIFE, PRIVATE DEMONS

Andrew Robb
Melbourne University Press, s34.09

WHEN a 12-year-old bov
watches old men collecting

]

L . their marming papers,
BLACK wishing hewas in their
DOG shoes, somethings not
[DAZE quiteright. [t took40 years

Lot before Liberal politician

Nackew Bty Andrew Robb was able to

tackle his problem head on.

I 2009, Maleolm Turnbull was about to

seff-destruct, The Liberal Party backroom
boys approached Robb about leading the
party to the next election. Robb was eager

bur worried. For years, he'd heen visited by
“the little Black Dog” every morning and it
was gelting worse, Thepood news, accord-
ing to his doctor, was his depression was
“fixable”. But not, as it turned out, in time
to take up the leadership. Black Dog Daze
provides valuable insight into ene man's
experience of depression and how he
managed to tame it Robhis noe stvlist bt
his plain speaking has appeal. If that lead-
ership offer were put to him now, he says,
hee wouldnt hiesirate, Tony Abboit had
better watch out.
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SLEEPING WITH THE ENEMY: COCO CHANEL, NAZI AGENT

HAL VAUGHAN
Chatto & Windus, s32.05

THE big question this book
fails to sufficiently address
is why the scandal over
Coco Chanel's wartime
activities as a spy for the

- Nazis didn't wreck Her
reputation and interna-
rional image as the epitome
of ehic. Drawing onintelli-
gence documents, Hal Vaughan provides
ample evidence of Chanel’s espionage
work with her lover, the urbane Germman
intelligence agent Baron von Dincklage.

Intervention by Winston Churchill, along
with the influence of powerful friends
such as the Duke of Westminster, a formet
lover, appears to have shielded her from
prosecution after the liberation of France.
she fled to Swizerland, where she lived for
nine vears, much of that time with von
Dincklage. Chanel emerges as a woman
without scruples prepared o do whatever
it took to keep her man, Pethaps we
shouldn't be surprised she got away with
it. Even inwarhime, if vou are rich and well
cormected, all things are possible.

TOO MUCH LUCK: THE MINING BOOM AND AUSTRALIA'S FUTURE

Paul Cleary
Black Inc, 24.95
ALOT of big holes are being
dug way ot west anda
small mumber ofmulti-
g Titionalsare hauling in
bucketloads ef money. But
what does it mean for the
restof us and, more
importantly, for our chil-
dren's future? 5o “ore-
siruck’ dre our staie and federal leaders,
Paul Cleary says, that they are locking
Australia into a feast-to-Famine eyele. John
Howard “pissed up against the wall”
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nearly all of the resources revenue that
swelled his government's coffers, The
present goveriment is also failing to
tuiure-proof the economy, Cleary is
emphatic about what has to be done.
Changes need to be made to saving, taxa-
tion and regulation. A resources revenue
fund must be established asa safery new
More thought should be given (o the
imnpact on indigenous comminities and
the ecological consequences, Thisisa
rousing and valuable wake-up call that
every Australian should read.
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