
read all about it
First there was Wikileaks, now come all the books on
Wikileaks. Simon Caterson dips into tfr. n"i-rr.
Tal. 

'-":l famous, man in the world,,is a former computer hacker whoI :ffi:qffiH*t"., :1il,i'.ftfl:ff: lilal;,T*: ili-;no precedent for an AustrafiLorr,* nr" ELiiiy"",;&;;;;;;,
Hollywood star almost overnight in the 1930s.

Of.course, Assange - the now very public face of WikiLeaks _ is not simnlv
a celebrity but someone who by dedicating hi."r"' ,r :J"ri,n. ffi;it.;Hi,l
may, have acquired the power to change rn"..ourr. oir,liorr."**""'-'""'

There are those in the media whoq"u.ry n'.tt ., r'ui'iri*g. lru. achievedreally qualifies as journalism. N*.rrrr.r.rl,,rt.r. i no denying the subrime powerof the idea of an information supply netwoik this.e_irrgly cannot be shutdovm no matter how powerfirl tihore *irhirrg a ."*-f i , disclosures.
There was rhe extraordinary release rnsr y."* uy**:;r-."r.1'.iil';*h."

and kaq war logs and then the unprecedented reieuse of a' immense trancheof American diplomatic cables. Now we .* U.i"g fri, 
"-y 

rh;;;;il;;;"
the.publishing phenomenon. Already there are fo'uJH;;;;; w#."k ,and there are more to come _ includlngAssang"t o*.r.rr.*oir, which he isrumoured to be co-writing with a"a."- O,H""g*.

I,rnderground,by Suelette Dre1fus and Julian"Assange, which was firstpublished in 1997, provides invaluable historical buckg.o,_d to Assange,speripatetic childhood and t{r: e1ly duy, of th" lompui"._fru.f.iog-r..rr? inMelbourne in the l9g0s and 1990s.
The other three books _ Inside WkiLeatc, WkiLeak and The Most DangerousMan in the world - ctaim 

,to 
off., rh. .i;;i;;,; ,;;;; wikireata. They providedifferent perspectives on theunrikery d5g to gto[ip;,oinence ofAssange andhis increasingly fractious whistrebrowing 

"pJ*,r*lin.u arso look a.he -rrrenruncertainry surrounding rhe legal posiri"on'of Assang.'rlali.,."ii;;;il;""
*'ilT f ::H'il1 fl."J"il:il:'; 

* e vou n s u s n"iJ al 
"; 

;;; ;;; ; I #;'.
Daniel Domscheit-Berq ( Inside WikiLeak) is the estranged, some mieht savembittered, lormer lieurelant at Wikileak. O*ia i.igh';?tilil5;il"

(wiki_Lm.trs) are journalists wfthru G;;,"di;",;;;;p"n.. that used theWikileaks material, which also makes themplale.";;,ii. ;;ry. il;;.".."il,independent account is that of Andrew fowler (ln, Uort Oorgrrous Man in theWorld), who wtites with all the .t iU, ..orro-f 
"rJ f"*"",i""i;il; ;;;;ABc rv invesrigarive journarism. Arso, Austratian i.ua.r, .uy n"a J"?ro*r*tbook is closest ro d-reir understanding ol the ,,.." 

---
Though the operations oiwikiLeais seem to haue been srymied, a[ least fornow we may well have been witness to a watershed i" ,f,. friJ,"ry 

";il;;;..Whatever we may think of any of the personalities u.,a o.g*irutions involved, atthe heart of the matter resides thut -o* ru...J prin.ipt" orou..i.,rilisation, theright to freedom of information, as each of these Uootir-.onar*r.

Inside WikiLeak: My time w.ith Julian Assange at the woild,s most dangerouswebsiteby Daniel Domscheit_Bergwith Tin; ffopp, i.u"rfu,.d by JeffersonChase. Published by Scribe, RRp $Zg.g5.
The Most Dangerous Man in theWrld,byAndrew Fowler. published byMelbourne University press, RRp g32.99.
tlnd3rtrolnd: 

^Tales 
of hacking madness and obsession on the erectronic frontier,by

lr*tte Drefus and Jurian Assange. published by wlliam Heinemann Ausrraria,RRP $24.95.
WikiLeaks: lnside lulian Assange\ war,on secreryby David Leigh and LukeHarding. pubiished by GuardiL e*k, Rtio dii.;r. 
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simon caterson is a freerance writer,for The Age andother pubrications. He is theauthor of Hoax Nation: Austrarian fakes and friuit fro*itoto to Norma Khoui(Arcade Pub[cations)
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